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703 May 12, 1899 

with the exception of 1 case, a quotidian type of fever, all are chronic 
medical cases, varied in their nature. The remaining 5 cases are purely 
surgical. In the Costa Eica Eailway Hospital, Limon, are 6 patients, 
all of the negro race ; 5 of them having mild forms of malarial fever, 
the remaining 1 being a surgical case. 

The mortuary record (official) of the town and department of Limon, 
Costa Eica, from April 1 to the 23d instant, inclusive, show that only 
4 deaths have occurred in the "department" in the past twenty- three 
days. * * * 

Eespectfully, yours, Wm. H. Caeson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Regarding passengers from, Punta Arenas, Costa Rica. 

Limon, Costa Eioa, April 26, 1899. 

Sir : I beg to acknowledge herewith the receipt on the 24th instant 
of the Department letter (McE) dated the 7th instant, and relating to 
parties seeking transportation from Port Limon to the United States, 
and who have come over from Punta Arenas on the Pacific Coast. 

I may here state that I am well aware of this dangerous and pestilen- 
tial seaport (Punta Arenas) on the Pacific Coast, and also that it is 
comparatively a short distance, about 70 miles, from said Punta Arenas 
to San Jos6, the capital of Costa Eica. I take occasion to give the 
various distances between Punta Arenas and San Jos6 ; they are con- 
sidered reliable. Prom Punta Arenas to Esparta is 12 miles, (the town 
of Atenas is about 15 miles from Alajuela and is 30 miles nearer San 
Jose than Esparta). Esparta to Alajuela is about 45 miles, and this 
section is without rail, but has a "cart road." 

From Alajuela to San Jose' is 14 miles by rail, and the distance from 
San Jose to Port Limon is 102 J miles by rail, thus making the total 
distance from Punta Arenas, on the Pacific, to Port Limon, on the 
Caribbean Sea, 173J miles. I may also state that in my two years' 
service as medical inspector for the Louisiana State board of health I 
have never had an applicant for transportation from the Pacific Coast 
to the United States. 

The doctor (Wm. H. Inksetter), referred to in your letter as residing 
in Alajuela, took passage on the Alleghany for New York on the 24th 
instant, and will not return to this country for some months ; however, 
I will inform Dr. Padilla, a prominent physician of Alajuela, who is 
worthy of full confidence, of the caution to be exercised in granting 
medical certificates to those anticipating a voyage to the United States 
via Port Limon. 

Eespectfully, yours, Wm. H. Carson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. S. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Port Limon. 

Limon, Costa Eica, April 26, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report herewith that the sanitary condition 
of the town of Limon and the adjacent country remain entirely satis- 
factory. All the hospitals in Limon have been inspected daily and no 



